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could not give me any hopes of my father's relenting,
who seefiaed to be offended past forgiveness, and had
most seriously and positively forbid any one ever to men-
tion my name before him. Forrest, however, recommended
my addressing him by letter, to which I objected from
really and truly being utterly at a loss what to say. To
make any new protestations I blushed at the thoughts of,
and felt that they ought not to carry the least weight with
them. After staying two hours he left me, promising to call
again the following day. He did so, and renewed his wish
that I would write with so much earnestness that after re-
peated refusals on my part I yielded, and did write to my
father, acknowledging my base ingratitude, and the infamy
of my whole life, that I had not a shadow of defence to
offer, neither did I ask or expect ever to be admitted to his
presence again, my sole object in writing being to bid him an
eternal adieu, and once more with a heart overflowing with
gratitude to thank him for his unbounded affection and
generosity, bestowed, as it had been, upon an ill fated,
worthless object.

This letter Arthur Forrest undertook to deliver, three
days after which he again called, and after some con-
versation asked whether I should like to go and lodge
and board at Mr. Malton's, who had taught me perspective
and geometry, until some line of life could be settled.
I answered that I was ready to go any where, or do any
thing my friends, if any I had left, deemed proper. He
then engaged to arrange all matters for my removal, and
the next day I went to my former instructor's, who had
a neat, new house at Chelsea, exactly opposite the Avenue
leading up to Ranelagh. His family then consisted of him-
self, at that time about forty five years of age, his wife,
nearly the same, and remarkably well looking, a shrewd,
sensible woman, a daughter, Ann, just turned sixteen, with
a sweet and interesting countenance, their eldest son,
Thomas, already mentioned, and who was a year younger
than his sister, Ann; and besides four younger children,
two boys and two girls.